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HANNAH TURNER

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Hannah Turn-
er who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Han-
nah Turner is a senior at Arvada High School
and received this award because her deter-
mination and hard work have allowed her to
overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Hannah
Turner is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential that students at
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide
them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Hannah Turner for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth award. | have no doubt she will exhibit
the same dedication she has shown in her

academic career to her future
accomplishments.

————
INTRODUCTION OF VETERANS

EDUCATION TUITION SUPPORT
ACT OF 2009

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to introduce the Veterans Edu-
cation Tuition Support Act of 2009 or the
VETS Act to address some of the difficulties
our military personnel face when they are acti-
vated while attending college.

Thousands of military reservists have been
activated to fight in Irag and Afghanistan di-
rectly from their college campuses. Unfortu-
nately, students who serve in the military face
unique hardships when called upon to defend
the United States.

Most colleges and universities refund tuition
and fees to students when the activation oc-
curs during the academic calendar. However,
instances have occurred when a service mem-
ber has not been reimbursed.

The goal of the VETS Act is to provide our
service members with certain rights when they
are activated while in college to defend our
country. The legislation requires colleges and
universities to refund tuition and fees for un-
earned credit for unexpected withdrawals due
to activation.

It also sets guidelines for the Department of
Education to forgive student loans when a stu-
dent service member for the semester or quar-
ter in which the service member is activated to
defend the United States.

Madam Speaker, | urge passage of this leg-
islation to give rights and protections to the
service members activated while attending a
college or university. This is the least we can
do for our brave men and women in uniform
who sacrifice so much for us.
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ON THE BIRTH OF JOHN PATE
McMAHON

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, today | am happy to congratulate
Aris and Gibson McMahon of Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, on the birth of their new baby boy. John
Pate McMahon was born on May 6, 2009,
weighing 8 pounds and 11 ounces. He has
been born into a loving home, where he will
be raised by parents who are devoted to his
well-being and bright future.

On behalf of my wife Roxanne, and our en-
tire family, we want to wish Aris, Gibson, and
John all the best.

A TRIBUTE TO HUGH ‘‘SMITTY"”
SMITH, AN AMERICAN HERO

HON. DANIEL E. LUNGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to
Hugh “Smitty” Smith, an American hero who
served our nation through five major cam-
paigns in France, Belgium, Holland and Ger-
many during World War II.

Mr. Smith served on the front lines with the
744th Light Tank Battalion of the United
States Army. As he advanced on the Axis
Powers as the commander of an M24 tank, he
was wounded by a German sniper in the face.
Determined to fight for the liberation of Eu-
rope, he returned to his battalion three weeks
later. Epitomizing the strength of the Allied
Forces, Smitty staved off starvation and suf-
fered a concussion, only to stay his new post
guarding German prisoners until they were re-
located.

Serving as a de facto battalion commander
and even as a medic when his comrades were
targets of German snipers, Smitty was known
by his men as a “go to guy.” Always rising to
the occasion during the worst battlefield condi-
tions, Smitty guided, calmed and assisted his
men when they needed him most. Mr. Smith’s
bravery was simply unmatched.

One of Mr. Smith’s most admirable leader-
ship qualities is his fervor for serving others.
As this was evident in his youth, he continues
today to lead by example and improve the
wellbeing of his community by being a mem-
ber of the CAPS team, the volunteer citizens
patrol unit for the Galt Police Department. This
role only solidifies what we know to be true
about Smitty, that he is always ready and will-
ing to serve others.

The ability to inspire and live a life of com-
plete selflessness is the legacy of a true hero.
It is an honor to recognize Hugh “Smitty”
Smith for his immense dedication to improving
the quality of life for so many individuals both
here and abroad, and for his unwavering com-
mitment to equality and justice. He has truly
served my district and the United States of
America proudly.

May 18, 2009
JOSEPH STIKA

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Joseph Stika
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Jo-
seph Stika is a senior at Arvada High School
and received this award because his deter-
mination and hard work have allowed him to
overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Joseph
Stika is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential that students at all lev-
els strive to make the most of their education
and develop a work ethic that will guide them
for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Joseph Stika for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication he has shown in his aca-
demic career to his future accomplishments.

——

HONORING MRS. KIM SCHMIDT

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, |
rise before you today to honor Mrs. Kim
Schmidt, recipient of the Harford County Pub-
lic Schools Teacher of the Year award. Kim is
dedicated to motivating her students and en-
suring they receive an excellent education.

Kim has been an educator for 18 years, 16
of which have been in the Harford County
Public School System. While Kim wanted to
be a teacher from the time she was a little girl,
her dream of teaching temporarily faded while
she became interested in physical therapy.
However, in college, Kim discovered her love
for history and her desire to teach others.

Graduating from the University of Delaware
in 1991, Kim began her teaching career as a
middle school Social Studies teacher at Old
Court Middle School in Baltimore. In 1993, she
began teaching at Havre de Grace High
School and in 1996 she became the History
Department Chairperson at Fallston Middle
School. From 1997 to 2005, Kim held a variety
of positions in the Harford County Public
School System before moving back to the
classroom at Havre de Grace High School to
teach United States History.

Throughout her career in Harford County,
Kim has served on the School Based Instruc-
tional Decision Making Teams, School Im-
provement Teams, the Maryland Geographic
Alliance, and the Maryland State Department
of Education reading in the content area task
force. In addition to receiving this award, Kim
will compete for the title of Maryland Teacher
of the Year to represent Maryland’s teachers
as an education spokesperson.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join with me
today to honor Mrs. Kim Schmidt on this mem-
orable occasion. Her dedication to the stu-
dents of Harford County is showcased by her
continuing drive to motivate her students to
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